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WALES. 



•*•*. 



METROPOLITAN CAMBRIAN INSTITUTION.— At the last 
General Meeting of this Society it was proposed, that a silver 
medal should be offered for the best Welsh translation of Gray's 
celebrated Ode, entitled the " Bard," the compositions to be 
transmitted to the secretary before the 1st of March, and the prize 
to be awarded on the 22nd of May, the Society's anniversary. 
And, should the project of an Eisteddfod on the last-mentioned 
day be adopted, it is in contemplation to propose another subject 
for an original poem, and also two subjects for English essays, to 
be decided at the same time. Meanwhile every exertion, compa- 
tible with the means of the Institution, is made towards carrying 
into effect the laudable objects, for which it was established. 
Several books and some MSS. have already been purchased, 
which, if the society should ever experience the patronage it so 
amply merits, may prove the foundation of a valuable national 
library. It should also be mentioned, that two or three patriotic 
individuals have made donations of books. It is proposed, that 
the library shall be established at the Welsh School in Gray's-Inn 
Lane, as soon as a room can be prepared for the purpose ; ui 
which event the books and MSS., already deposited there, will be 
incorporated with those belonging to the Institution. %* 

EISTEDDFOD AT WREXHAM.— The Editor feels a pleasure 
in being able to lay before his readers the following account of 
the musical competition at the late Eisteddfod in Powys, not only 
because the writer was an ear-witness of what he relates, but 
because he is, in other respects, so competent a judge of the sub- 
ject of his communication. It is gratifying to find, from the latter 
part of his letter, that the cultivation of Welsh music is likely to 
meet, in the metropolis, with the encouragement it so well 
deserves : and it is to be hoped, that none of those natives of 
Cymru, for whom " the mazy running soul of melody" has any 
charms, will omit this opportunity of testifying their attachment 
to their own mountain airs. * t * 

To the Editor of the Cambuo-Bhiton. 
Sih, — A circumstance occurred at the Wrexham Eisteddfod, 
which ought to be noticed particularly in its relation to Welsh 
music. 
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No less than ten persons performed on the triple (or Welsh) 
harp for the prize, n\e of whom were very respectable players, 
viz, Richard Roberts, Benjamin Connah, Henry Humphreys* 
William Hughes, and Owen Davies. The contest* however, ran 
between Roberts and Connah. It was very evident, that the 
former was considered, by the company, to be the better per- 
former; but the umpire, Mr. E. Jones, was loath to decide, 
because he considered Connah to be the more scientific player, 
and that he also produced the best tone of the whole number. 
The consequence was, that both were called upon to play three 
times, before it was declared in favour of Roberts. 

I beg to observe, that Roberts and Connah had thus a better 
opportunity of displaying their abilities than the others had, who, 
under an impression that they were to be called upon more than 
once, performed merely simple airs. Humphreys and Hughes 
are very young men, and with, at least, twenty years' ress expe- 
rience and practice ; yet they executed Pen Rkaw with variations 
in a very masterly manner, and, if they continue to study, they 
will shortly be among the first performers on the Welsh harp, 
Owen Davies, who belongs to the Denbigh militia, is a very good 
harper, but he, (expecting that he should play more than once,} 
selected a very indifferent air, which made no impression on the 
company. 

My object, in noticing this circumstance, is to suggest, that the 
harpers at an Eisteddfod ought to be divided into classes, accord- 
ing to their age and experience. A man, who has had the 
advantage of a musical education, ought not to be placed in com- 
petition with a poor blind mountain minstrel, who, in ten in- 
stances out of twelve, is taught the harp by another blind person, 
totally unacquainted with even the rudiments of music. 

I would allow those harpers only to perform, who are in the 
habit of playing the Welsh airs, as they are sung by the Dadgeiniaid, 
or singers. The umpire ought to hear the whole, previous to 
the exhibition, and, according to the number and value of the 
prizes, place those, whom he might deem nearly equal in point 
of talent, in the same class, reserving the best for the last, as is 
the case in regard to the poetical compositions. 

I cannot quit this subject without recommending to the Cam- 
brian Societies, which have lately been formed with a view of 
promoting Welsh Literature, History, Poetry, and Music, that, 
when a promising young man, possessing talents, and what is 
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termed a genius for music, is discovered, struggling amid many- 
privations, and perhaps, deep distress, to become a distinguished 
lyrist, they will lend him a fostering hand, and procure for him 
a few lessons from a good master, in the theory of music. Many 
may say, that they prefer the unpolished wild style to the finished 
and scientific. But I beg to ask, — will a classical scholar prefer 
an oration, delivered with energy— yet ungrammatically, — to one 
spoken correctly, and with feeling and elegance*? 

Most of the Welsh melodies are so beautiful, that very few 
embellishments are necessary ; — the variations too are so well 
calculated for the triple harp, that they cannot fail to please, if 
they are but tolerably executed. But, when they are performed 
by a musician, they are exquisite. Whoever has had the good 
fortune to hear T. Jones, esq. of Nottingham Place, London, strike 
the harp of Cymru— will readily agree with me in the justice of 
this remark. The style of singing with the harp, as practised 
by the ancient Britons, is a very peculiar one, as I have 
observed in one of my former letters on Welsh music, and the 
task is a more difficult one, than is imagined by those unac- 
quainted with it. 

I am truly happy to inform you, that a society (branching from 
the Cymmrodorion,) has been established in London, for culti- 
vating the singing of Pennillion with the harpf. — It is called the 
«' Canorion," (literally « the Singers :") the first meeting was 
held at the Freemasons' Tavern on the 7th instant, which was 
most numerously and respectably attended. The few strangers, 
who were admitted as visitors, were highly delighted, and the 
Cymry were truly happy ; for, to revive, and if possible to per- 

* This question, as far as it has reference to a " classical scholar," should, 
certainly, be answered in the negative. But it is after all a matter of doubt, 
whether the refinements of education are not often calculated to introduce a 
false taste in this respect, by repressing our admiration of the wild, yet natu- 
ral flights of uncultivated genius. And it may be, that even genius itself 
purchases its refinements at the expence of its original energy. Dr. Johnson, 
in his remarks on Shakespear's writings, has a very happy illustration of this 
point, when comparing the bard of Avon with the celebrated French tragedian, 
Comeille. The latter he assimilates to a fine hedge, trimmed with the greatest 
order and beauty, and the former to the oak of the forest, sublimely tower- 
ing in all the rudeness of its native majesty. Yet this illustration may not 
have the same force, when applied to music. — Ed. 

+ Great praise is due to the Gwyneddigum Society, for having done it& 
utmost, for the last fifty years, towards promoting the same object..— J. P. 
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petuate, the customs and manners of their forefathers must be 
gratifying to all those, who love the land that gave them birth. 
I remain your's, respectfully, 
Newman Street, Oct. 11, 1820. John Parry. 

GWYNEDD1GION SOCIETY.— The Eisteddfod of this 
society, which was to have been held at St. Asaph on the 21st of 
September, did not take place, owing to an unlucky accident in 
the transmission of the poems from London. Yet, several per- 
sons attended ; and Sir E. P. Lloyd, Bart., who had kindly pro- 
mised to take the chair on the occasion, was also there. Since 
that time the society has announced by public advertisement, that 
the prize for the best poem has been adjudged to the Rev. Edw. 
Hughes, of Bodfary, the same gentleman, who was the successful 
candidate last year*. In consequence of this second triumph, a 
silver chain, in addition to the society's medal, has been voted to 
Mr. Hughes on the present occasion. In order to avoid a recur- 
rence of the disappointment, experienced at St. Asaph, and like- 
wise to ensure a respectable attendance, it has been resolved, that 
the Gwyneddigion medal shall, in future, be awarded on the 
second day of the Eisteddfod for Powys or Gwynedd. The deci- 
cision of the prize for 1821 will, accordingly, be made next year 
at Caernarvon. *»* 

LITERATURE. 

Biography Among the deficiencies, of which there is so 

much ground of complaint in the literature of Wales, next to a 
national history, a national biographical work is, unquestionably, 
the most important. The only publication of this kind, that has 
hitherto appeared, is the Cambrian Biography, by Mr. Owen 
Pughe, a book undoubtedly of considerable merit and utility, but 
necessarily confined, in most instances, from the nature of its 
plan, to mere outlines of the lives, which it records. It has, in 
consequence, been imagined, that a selection, upon a more 
enlarged scale, of the lives of those distinguished Welshmen, who 
have, at various periods, conferred any celebrity on the Princi- 
pality, would prove a desirable and interesting accession to the 
literature of the country. In furtherance of this suggestion, it is 
now proposed to publish a work of this description, under the 
title of the Cambrian Pluta p.ch, to embrace only the lives of 
t(he most eminent individuals. With this view the following 

* Sec Cambro-Britox, vol. i, pp. 115 and 163. 



